
  

LESSON PLAN 
Target Grade – 3rd Grade 

 
Objective: Third grade students will prepare to attend “TAO: Drum Heart” performance.  
Students will learn the history of Taiko drumming.  Students will use classroom drums to create 
rhythmic phrases through improvisation and composition. 
 
TEKS:  
Foundation of Creative Expression: Students will interpret through performance new and 
previously learned music symbols and terms referring to tempo and dynamics, including mezzo 
piano and mezzo forte. 

Critical Evaluation and Response: Students will: 
A. exhibit audience etiquette during live and recorded performances;  
B. recognize known rhythmic and melodic elements in aural examples using appropriate 
vocabulary;  
C. identify specific musical events in aural examples such as changes in timbre, form, 
tempo, or dynamics using appropriate vocabulary; and 
E. describe a variety of compositions and formal or informal musical performances using 
specific music vocabulary. 

Materials: SMART Board or projector and screen to show clips and information; paper 
(notepads) and pencils; classroom instruments (drums) 

Lesson Plan:  Hook: Has anyone been to Japan?  (Locate Japan on classroom map or use 
visual)  How long do you think it would take to travel to Japan? 

 
 
1. Exciting News – Present the Boerne Performing Arts opportunity to see an amazing group 

all the way from Japan! 
TAO-Drum Heart is the latest production from TAO, the internationally acclaimed 
percussion artists who have transfixed audiences worldwide.  TAO’s modern, magical, 
mystifying performances hallmark the ancient art of Japanese Taiko drumming.  
Combining highly physical, large-scale drumming with contemporary costumes, 
precise choreography, and innovative visuals, the performers of TAO-Drum 
Heart create an energetic and unforgettable production.  Boerne welcomes back 
TAO…a favorite for the entire family!	

**Discuss when/where and sponsorship of Boerne Performing Arts. 
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2. Discuss audience manners, expectations on and off the bus, expectations as enter and exit  
BCHS, expectations of dealing with BPA members and other teachers. 
 

3. Watch promo video of TAO: Drum Heart 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RQcEsI9sTy4 
http://www.drum-tao.com/na-tour-2018/ 

4. Students can also enjoy learning the names and hometowns of all of the TAO performers: 
http://www.drum-tao.com/main/english/member 
 

5. Present history of Taiko drumming:  THE BIRTH OF TAIKO 

As percussion instruments are generally the most primitive instrument in any society, the 
taiko existed and was used in the ancient Japan over 2000 years ago. According to some 
archeological and anthropological researches, ancient people in the Jyomon era already 
used drums as a communication tool or an instrument for religious rituals. However, the 
percussion they used is guessed to be quite different from the one used today. 

By the fact that taiko we use today resembles those in China and Korea, the ancienttaiko 
was probably introduced to Japan from the Asian Continent as far as India. The continental 
music came to Japan around 5th - 6th century along with the waves of Chinese and Korean 
cultural influence based on Buddhism. When the Taiho Ritsuryo, the oldest constitution of 
Japan, was enacted in 702, a department of the imperial court music was established in the 
Imperial Palace. The department has been inherited directly till now, honored as the 
Important Intangible Cultural Asset. Various kinds of taikos such as San-no-tsuzumi, Furi-
tsuzumi, Dadaiko, Tsuri-daiko, Ninai-daiko, Kakko, Kaiko, and ikko are used in the court 
music. The style is said to be one of the roots of taiko music we know today. 

After the samurai class gained power since the Kamakura era started in 1192, a new 
cultural movement of ethnic Japanese started to appear. Many original art forms were born 
under the feudal Japan, unleashed from the Chinese and Korean cultural influence. For 
example, a Noh play was created in the Muromachi era (1336-1573). A famous Kabuki play 
emerged and quickly became popular in the Edo era (1603-1867) as well as Nagauta. Taiko 
had an important role in those art forms as an accompaniment, and were gradually 
diversified to various sizes and shapes. Moreover, the development of other instruments 
such as Shamisen, Koto and Shakuhachi also influenced the shaping of those art forms now 
categories as traditional. The methods of taiko playing have been inherited through 
generations under the iemoto system (the system of the teaching of a traditional Japanese 
art by a master), although western music has become predominant in modern Japan. 

( from website – httsp?//www.taiko-center.co.jp/English/history_of_taiko.html ) 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RQcEsI9sTy4
http://www.drum-tao.com/na-tour-2018
http://www.drum-tao.com/main/english/member
http://www.taiko-center.co.jp/English/history_of_taiko.html
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6. Use white board (Smart Board) to clap 10-12 known rhythmic patterns (created by music 

teacher). 
 

7. Divide students into equal groups.  Ask students to choose 2-4 rhythmic phrases to create a 
group pattern.  Students will copy and arrange chosen patterns as a group. 

 
8. Students should choose classroom drums to bring into drum circle.  After short practice time, 

each group will play pattern separately for the class. 
 
9. Once groups have established patterns, groups will layer patterns in canon form or as 

ostinato patterns. 
 
10. Decide – revisions needed as a class? where? when?  Play class composition with 

revisions. 
 
11. Celebrate creating music as a class with drumming.   

 
 

Conclusion: Prepare students to bring back answers to the following questions: 
• How did TAO make “drumming” come alive in the BPA student performance? 
• What was your favorite portion of the performance? 
• Would you recommend this performance to others? Why? Why not? 

 


