
  

 

LESSON PLAN 
Target Grade – 5th Grade 

 
 
Objective: Students will learn facts about the accordion and its use in the country and culture of 
Russia.  Students will prepare to attend the Boerne Performing Arts performance. 
 
TEKS: 
Foundations of Music Literacy -- Students will be expected to distinguish among a variety of 
musical timbres;  including those of woodwind, brass, string, percussion, keyboard, electronic 
instruments and instruments of various cultures. 
 
Critical Evaluation and Response -- Students will be expected to exhibit audience etiquette 
during live and recorded performances; evaluate a variety of compositions, and formal or 
informal musical performances using specific criteria; and justify personal preferences for 
specific music works and styles using music vocabulary. 
 
Lesson Plan: 
1. Display photograph of an accordion (see below) and discuss student current knowledge of 

the instrument. 
2. Discuss facts with students regarding the accordion: 

The accordion is a musical instrument in the wind family. It was invented in the early 1800s 
by Friedrich Buschmann in Germany. In German the instrument was referred to as the 
Akkordeon, a name derived from the word 'Akkord' which means 'musical chord, concord of 
sounds'. The accordion has keys like a piano, but it is held by the accordionist while playing. 
Sound is created when the keys (or buttons as some designs have) are pushed while the 
accordionist expands or compresses the bellows. Keys or buttons are played on the left and 
right side. The accordion is popular in a variety of music styles around the world today.   
(information provided by 
http://www.softschools.com/facts/music_instruments/accordion_facts/3037/) 

3. Students will discover that they will attend a special performance of not just one accordion, 
but a whole orchestra of accordions!  Accordion Virtuosi of Russia is coming to Boerne! 
The accordion takes center stage when this world-renowned ensemble makes its Boerne 
debut.  The ACCORDION VIRTUOSI OF RUSSIA continues to thrill audiences around the 
globe, including performances at the Olympic Games in Munich, Montreal and Moscow, with 
a diverse repertoire ranging from folk songs to pop music to full orchestration of the classics.  
Founded by Professor Pavel Smirnov in 1943, during the Leningrad siege, today’s 
exceptional ensemble is led by the third generation of the Smirnov family. 
(https://boerneperformingarts.com/artist-info/) 

4. Watch promo video of Accordion Virtuosi of Russia: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sNlOldFbIsQ 

5. Discuss audience manners, expectations on and off the bus, expectations as enter and exit 
CHS, expectations of dealing with BPA members and other teachers. 
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6. Explore various musical clips on the Artist’s Website (https://www.artsmg.com/accordion-
virtuosi-of-russia), including soundscape from a snow storm in Russia, jazz, and music from 
a famous musical.  Discuss other various instruments incorporated into the Accordion 
Virtuosi orchestra.  

7. Discuss accordion history and use in the country and culture of Russia: 
The accordion arrived in Russia around 1820, and manufacturing began soon afterwards in 
the 1830's in Tulle. During this time, accordionists usually played traditional Russian folk 
tunes on the diatonic accordion. By the end of the 19th century there were brands like 
Saratova, Viatica, Kasimov and Eleyski being manufactured. In 1870 Beloborodov made the 
first Russian 2 row chromatic accordion and in 1888 he organised an accordion orchestra. 
In 1883 Tchaikovsky used 4 accordions in his "Second Suite for Symphonic Orchestra", and 
in 1890 Sterligov made a 3 row chromatic accordion called "Reform". Accordionists began 
playing more variety music, and two of the more popular performers of this time were Nevski 
and Beloborodov.  (information sited from and to learn more see: 
http://www.accordions.com/index/his/his_su.shtml) 

8. Upon return from performance, students will be expected to report and discuss: 
*Favorite Musical Piece 
*Favorite Style 
*Name and discuss accordion use and other various instruments in live performance  
*Recommendation to next years’ 5th grade  
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